
welcome and opening remarks 

——————————————————- 

Jay Fuhrer: 

“Building Soil Health” 

——————————————————- 

Jim Hoorman: 

“ECO Farming for the Future” 

——————————————————————- 

Jay Fuhrer: 

“Building a local team/ 

Integrating livestock onto cropland” 

————————————————————- 

Jim Hoorman: 

“Cover Crop selection  

and nutrient cycling” 

————————————————————— 

Lucas Criswell: 

“Why I planted green  

and why I’ll do it again” 

—————————————————————— 

Q&A with Jay, Jim and Lucas 

——————————————————————— 

Wrap up 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and 
lender 
 

 www.accdpa.org 

 

412-241-7645 

The Atrium 

1031 New Castle Rd,  

Prospect, PA 16052 

Registration $10  

lunch included 

Western PA 

regional soil 

health workshop 

AGENDA 

March 17th 9AM—3:30PM 

Directions to THE ATRIUM: 

1031 New Castle Rd.   

Prospect,  PA 16052 

 

From Pittsburgh and South:  Follow I-79 
North to Exit 96, turn right onto SR 488 and travel 
east 7.9 miles to SR422.  turn right into the Atrium 
parking lot immediately before SR 422/SR 488 
intersection. 

From Kittanning and East:  Follow SR 422 
West, turn left into the Atrium parking lot imme-
diately before the SR 488 / SR 422 intersection. 

From Mercer and North:  Follow I-79 South to  
exit 99, turn right onto SR 422 East and travel 7.7 
miles, turn right into the Atrium parking lot. 

For Further information and reasonable 
accommodation requests contact:  

Andy Gaver at 724-482-4800 x 108. 

http://www.conservationsolutioncenter.org/


Western PA Regional Soil Health 
Workshop 

March 17th, 2017 

Register & Pay online at:  www.accdpa.org 

Or register by mail before March 10th: 

Name___________________________________ 

Address__________________________________ 

City_____________________________________ 

State_______ Zip__________________ 

County__________________________ 

Daytime phone__________________________ 

E-mail__________________________________ 

Registration Fee: $10 per person 

(morning refreshments, lunch and materials included) 

Total enclosed If paying by mail: 

$____________________ 

Please make checks payable to:  

Allegheny County Conservation District 

Return registration form and payment to: 

Allegheny County Conservation District 

Attn:  Dannielle Sheppard 

33 Terminal Way Suite  325B 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

Jay Fuhrer  - District 
Conservationist, 
USDA-NRCS 
Jay Fuhrer is a Conserva-
tionist employed by the 
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service, in Bismarck, 
ND. Growing up on a small 
grain and livestock farm, 
Jay’s interests have always 
centered on agriculture. Jay 

emphasizes Soil Health as a foundation for crop-
ping systems, grazing systems, cover crops, soil bi-
ology, pollinators, insects, wildlife, and quality of 
life. In addition, Jay uses cover crops and livestock 
integration to connect the cropping and grazing 
systems together, raising the soil health bar even 
higher. 

 

Jim Hoorman— 

Ohio-Michigan NRCS 
Cover Crop and Soil 
Health Specialist:  
 

ECO Farming stands for 
Eternal no-till, Continuous living cover, and Other 
best management practices. In other words, abso-
lutely trying to eliminate tillage as much as possi-
ble. Hoorman says the principles behind ECO 
farming offer economic advantages for farms and 
a positive benefit for society. ECO farming mimics 
natural cycles. Soil microbes, in particular mycor-
rhizae fungi, are very beneficial to the soil by en-
hancing plant nutrition. Tillage and lack of a 
growing crop (cash or cover) inhibit mycorrhizal 
reproduction. Cover crops and no-till together 
speed up the process. Jim was Extension Educator 
for OSU Extension for 25 years before joining 
NRCS in August.  

 

Lucas Criswell  

 

 

is a farmer from Lewisburg, Pennsylvania and 
serves on the Pennsylvania No-Till Alliance 
Board. His family farm began adopting no-till 
in the mid 80’s and went to full no-till in the 
early 90’s. Criswell Acres now farms about 1,800 
acres of corn, soybeans, rye, peas and canola. In 
addition to farming, Lucas operates Criswell Ag 
Services, LLC which provides custom lime and 
fertilizer applications and sells AgLeader Preci-
sion equipment. He has been planting green for 
the last 8 years and has been planting into large 
cover crops for the last 4 years. Many benefits, 
from slug control to something growing 365 
days, have been realized with planting green.  

Speakers 


